Association of uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism with IgA nephropathy risk: an updated meta-analysis.
Association of uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism and IgA nephropathy (IgAN) risk is still not clear. This investigation was conducted to assess if there was an association between the uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism and IgAN risk using meta-analysis. The relevant literatures were identified from PubMed, and Cochrane Library on 10 October 2013, and eligible studies were included and synthesized. Seven reports were recruited into this meta-analysis for the association of the uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism with IgAN risk. In overall population, the A allele and AA genotype were not associated with IgAN risk. Furthermore, the GG genotype was also not associated with IgAN risk in overall population. Interestingly, the association of uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism with IgAN risk was also not found in Asians and in Caucasians. In the sensitivity analysis, according to Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium test, according to the control source from healthy, the genotyping methods using PCR-RFLP, PCR-SSCP, no association of the uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism with IgAN risk was found and the results were similar to those in non-sensitivity analysis. In conclusion, the uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism was not associated with IgAN risk. However, additional studies are required to firmly establish a correlation between the uteroglobin G38A gene polymorphism and IgAN risk.